


Christ Came to Call Sinners
Matthew 9:9-13 

Three mission aspects we should learn from

I. Christ’s Call of Matthew

II. Christ’s Concern for the Lost

III. Christ’s Critique of the Pharisees 



I. His Call of Matthew
• Matthew – Levi, the son of Alpheus, a tax collector 

• Second name or a name given him by Jesus? 

• Matthew the Tax Collector

• Roman taxes and customs

• Statutory taxes: Land tax, income tax, poll tax 

• Duty and excise - taxes 

• Tax collectors – greedy, corrupt, considered robbers by the rabbis

• Unacceptable 

• Politically, religiously, socially  



I. His Call of Matthew
• “Follow Me!”

• Jesus actually called Matthew 

• Jesus actually commanded Matthew to follow Him 

• Jesus, being a man of prayer – most certainly prayed for his salvation

• But He also called him …. “Follow me!”  

• The first mission aspect we should learn here is: 

• We actually have to call people to follow Jesus 

• Most definitely, very necessarily, pray for them…

• But equally necessary is talk to them 

• Explain the gospel to them, call them to repentance and faith 

• Call them to follow Jesus …. for the rest of their lives!



I. His Call of Matthew
• “Follow Me! And He got up and followed Him ” 

• Packed with doctrine

• Depravity of Man – Eph 2:1-3; Rom 3:10-12; 5:6-10; Mt 5:48; Col 1:21

• Salvation from God – Rom 8:29-30; Eph 1:4; Jn 6:44; 16:8-9; 2 Tim 2:25; 

Eph 2:8-9; Rom 5:1; Jn 3:5; 2 Cor 5:21; Tit 3:5 

• Responsibility of Man – Mk 1:15 ; Mk 1:15; Lk18:13; Rom 10:9 



I. His Call of Matthew
• Matthew responded to the call of Christ 

• He Obeyed

• His faith produces action, works

• He Counted the cost and followed Christ 

• Spiritual cost 

• Material cost

• He had great joy over his salvation

• A fruit of the Spirit, 

• A sign of salvation 



I. His Call of Matthew
• Matthew’s joy made him

• Host a banquet - to tell all his friends

• He wanted his friends to be saved 

• A tell-tale sign of a true conversion

• He wanted to tell everyone about Jesus 

• His amazing grace

• His great love

• His cleansing forgiveness

• His transforming power 



I. His Call of Matthew
• Imagine Matthew saying to his friends: 

• “Friends let me tell you about Jesus Christ and His amazing grace.

He saved a wretch like me, I once was lost, but now I’m found, I once was 

blind, but now I see, I was dead, but behold I live. 

Friends, let me introduce you to Jesus”

• Repent and Believe and He will be  

• the Saviour of your soul, 

• the King of your heart and 

• the God of your life!

• We cannot make anyone a Christian – we can’t make them believe

• We can and must call them to repentance and faith in Christ Jesus 



II. His Concern for the Lost
• Christ’s mission on earth was to save sinners

• He had a deep concern for the lost

• Mt 4:23 “Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every 

kind of sickness among the people.”

• His concern led Him to the lost, the needy, the unaccepted, the excluded

• His concern led Him to Matthew and through Matthew to other sinners

• Matthew wanted to share Jesus with his friends 

• He had compassion for the lost

• He shared the concern Christ had for the lost 



II. His Concern for the Lost
• Do we share Christ’s heart, His concern for the lost?

• Christians have been given a new heart, 

• a heart that loves Christ and the things Christ cares about

• It does not mean the quiet introvert is radically changed into a loud, 

extroverted, evangelist extraordinaire

• It does mean you have a deep desire to see others saved 

• Causing you to pray, to speak and to act

• What if you do not have that passion anymore? 

• How do we rekindle our passion for the lost



II. His Concern for the Lost
• Rekindle the fire in your heart for the lost 

• Confess – your indifference, lack of love 

• Remember: 

• Revisit the cross, remember your first taste of grace

• Remember life before Christ, without Christ – hopeless, despair

• Remember  Christ, His sacrifice, your enlistment  

• Act 

• Pray for their salvation – Mt 11:28; Jn7:37

• Plan outreach opportunities – Acts 13: 1-4; Acts 16:13; Rom 1:13 

• Preach Christ when the opportunity arise – Eph 6:19-20; Col 4:3

• Practice the love of Christ towards those in need - Jam 2:16



III. His Critique of the Pharisees
• Main critique: They did not care for what God care about 

• Tax collectors and sinners – defiled, unclean, unfit company

• Pharisees criticized Jesus for associating with them 

• A “friend of tax collectors and sinners” – Mt 11: 180-19 

• To  be considered as one of them – questionable morals, an insult 

• Jesus responded with a medical illustration and a prophetic rebuke 

• Medical illustration 

• No doctor’s surgeries or hospitals in Jesus' day 

• Doctors made home visit 

• Jesus is the doctor of the soul 



III. His Critique of the Pharisees
• Jesus, the doctor of the soul 

• He went where the need was – He did “house calls” 

• Pharisees ought to have done the same 

• – they were guilty of spiritual malpractice 

• Prophetic Rebuke form Hosea 

• “Go and learn” - a stinging reprimand

• Go evaluate yourself in light of God’s word  

• Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah and Micah 

• Hosea confronted the false and hypocritical worship of his day 

• Hosea 6:6 “For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, And in the 

knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings”



III. His Critique of the Pharisees
• Pharisees were not right with God themselves

• They did not care for what God cared about 

• They were concerned about rituals and ceremonies but…

• Had no compassion for the lost, … no mercy! 

• They did not teach sinners the knowledge of God 

• He is: “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for 

thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means 

leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and 

on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” Exodus 34:6–7 



III. His Critique of the Pharisees
• Jesus came to call sinners 

• Call - the call to repentance and faith 

• The Pharisees…  

• Were NOT wrong to judge and condemn sin…

• But were wrong in shunning sinners…

• and not calling them to repentance 

• and for focusing on externals and not the heart

• They did not care for what God cared about…..



III. His Critique of the Pharisees
• May we never become like the Pharisees

• Judgmental 

• – condemning sinners, but not reaching out to them  

• Indifferent 

• – cold hearted, not caring, not concerned, no compassion, no mercy 

• Religious

• – focused on the external practices of worship but not the heart of worship 

• Unfaithful 

• – to Christ’s mission,… now our commission 



Three Mission Aspects for us to learn  

I. Call sinners to follow Jesus 

II. Cultivate a Concern for the Lost

III. Care for what God cares about


